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BIOSECURITY AUSTRALIA 
Statement 

HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [5.47 pm]:  I will take this opportunity to revisit an issue that is 
of extreme importance to not only constituents in my electorate but also to Western Australians and, indeed to 
Australia as a whole.  I refer to quarantine and the actions that have recently been implemented by Biosecurity 
Australia.   

I do not believe that this is a divisive issue in this House.  From previous discussions, I am fully aware of the 
concern and importance the Minister for Agriculture has directed to these issues.  It is absolutely necessary for 
the State Government to exercise all its options on an ongoing basis to influence the actions of the federal 
Government.  I have serious concerns about the opening up of the pork market to another 11 countries, 
especially when, according to News Weekly, a very recent review by the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organisation estimates that new quarantine standards announced by Biosecurity Australia will expose 
the Australian pig herd to a 95 per cent chance of an exotic disease outbreak within 10 years.  That is rather 
frightening for the ongoing stability of that industry.  

My second point regards the importation of New Zealand apples, which has been well documented.  This could 
devastate sections of our horticultural industry, especially when we recall that earlier reports were shelved 
because of concerns over risk assessment practices and procedures.  Furthermore, it is absolutely nothing short 
of lunacy when considering Biosecurity Australia’s 180-degree turnaround over the past six months on the 
importation of Philippine bananas into Australia.  In my speech to the House on Thursday, 16 May 2002, I 
observed the incredible dangers to our local industry and the concerns of my electorate if our quarantine rules 
were relaxed in any form.  To relax the barriers for importation from the Philippines is absolute madness.  There 
is now a serious doubt as to the system used by Biosecurity Australia to compile import risk analysis reports.  It 
is entirely unsatisfactory because it now appears that the committee charged with that responsibility has kept no 
records of discussions by the expert panel responsible for determining the risk involved in importing bananas 
from the Philippines.  Suggestions have been made - unfortunately, from the different reports that I have read 
there seems to be a fair number of them - that trade pressure driven by a “free trade at any cost” mentality means 
that approach has been adopted, rather than the defence of our clean market record in this country.  This is an 
extremely serious situation that should be far better exposed than it is at the moment.  It seems that our trade 
negotiators have overruled our entitlement to take a protective approach under the sanitary and phyto-sanitary 
agreement of the World Trade Organisation in endeavouring to keep our nation free of debilitating pests.   

Last year it was reported that the Australian Ambassador to the Philippines in an interview with the Asia Pulse 
newspaper said that Australia agreed to import possible diseased Philippine bananas despite our long-term 
quarantine installations.  Further to that, in January 2004 federal Minister for Trade, Mark Vaile said that 
Australia would walk away from a free trade agreement with the United States if local industry could not be 
protected.  A lot of people reading the outcome of the FTA would think that that is an outright blatant lie.  
However, I ask this State Government to ensure our local industry is protected in the same manner from the 
Philippine trade.  I am concerned that there appears to be a state government opinion that there is an overriding 
obligation to meet World Trade Organisation requirements.  I am further concerned about comments made by 
Queensland’s National Party federal Senator Ron Boswell.  On the news.com.au web site he was quoted as 
saying -  

“I’m certainly not saying that Biosecurity made the wrong decision,” . . .  

That is a weak and fractured comment that provides no enthusiasm or comfort for the agricultural industries of 
Australia.  To call himself a National Party senator is an absolute disgrace - he is an absolute waste of space! 

Over the past years, we have observed the demise of the wool, dairy, tobacco and clothing and textile industries, 
and we are currently observing the death throes of the sugar industry.  If we allow free trade to override 
quarantine in that area, quickly following will be the pork, horticultural and banana industries.  It is imperative 
that the State Government remain strongly in favour of quarantine restrictions.  Unfortunately, political 
expediency sometimes gets in the way of commonsense.  However, no amount of foreign political goodwill will 
be sufficient if we allow our own produce to be infected with foreign bugs and diseases.  The importation of 
disease-ridden bananas into WA can and will ultimately destroy the Western Australian industry.   
 


